Making 
Prints 


Preschoolers often play 

with paints and stamps, 

but they don’t always 
realize that different objects 
absorb paint differently and that the same object can be used to make a variety of prints. 
Here are some ideas for how to integrate children’s science play into art activities. 


Get Ready 
1 Purchase colorful non-toxic tempera paints and pour on individual paper plates. 
2 Find some objects outdoors or indoors that will make interesting patterns when 
you make prints with them. (Note: Be sure to use things you don’t mind getting 
paint on like leaves, rocks, sponges or coins.) 
3 Print a few copies of the “Making Prints” activity page. 


Explore 


Try making prints of household objects or things you've found outside on a walk, at a 
park, or on a trip. Dip these objects into tempera paints and press the object, paint side 
down, onto the “Making Prints” activity page. Encourage children to print using different 
sides or angles of the same object. For example, make a print by pressing a jar lid flat 
against the paper. Then, make another print using just one side of the lid. 


Ask questions and make comments like: 
| wonder what this is going to look like? 
How do you think we could make a different shape with this? 
Let’s try to press harder and see if the print is the same. 
What would happen if we press more lightly? Let’s see. 


Let’s make as many prints as we can without adding paint. How are the prints 
changing? How many can we make? 


Encourage children to use the “Making Prints” activity page to record their exploration 
of different objects and ways of making prints. 


Play agame where children make a print while you close your eyes. Then try to guess the 
object that was used to make it. 


Take It Further 


For an outdoor activity, notice the prints your shoes or bare feet make on different 
surfaces like sand, dirt, and grass. What surface makes the best footprints? What 
happens when you walk on different surfaces with wet feet? Notice how your footprints 
look when your shoes are on and when your shoes are off. 


